TRADE AND  COMMUNICATIONS              171
embankments.    Sugar-cane and garden crops are supplied from wells. There are about 650 tanks and 1,300 wells.
The Government forests cover an area of 828 square miles, of which ii have been demarcated for disforestation and settlement on ryotwdri tenure.    They are well distributed in all parts of the District,    Teak and saj (Termmalia  tomentosa] are the chief timber trees, the best teak growing in the Kurai range, where there are three plantations.    Bamboos are also plentiful.    Mahua and lac are the most important minor products.    The forest revenue in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 63,000.
Iron is found in the Kurai range in the south of the District and was formerly smelted by native methods, but has now been displaced by English iron. Other deposits occur in the valley of the Hirri river. In Khaira on the Sagar river, 23 miles from Seom towards Mandla, coal has been discovered, and a prospecting licence granted. The sands of the Pachdhar and Bawan-thari rivers have long been washed for gold in insignificant quantities. An inferior kind of mica has been met with in Rukhar on the Seonl-Nagpur road and the hills near it. A smooth greyish-white chalk is obtained near Chhapara on the north bank of the Wainganga. Light-coloured amethysts and topazes are found among the rocks in the Adegaon tract. A good hard stone is obtained from quarries in the hills and in the villages of Chakki-Khamaiia, Janawarkheda, and Khan-kara, from which grindstones, rolling-slabs, and mortars are made, and sold all over Seom and the adjoining Districts of Chhindwara and Bhandara.
The weaving of coarse cotton cloth is carried on in several villages, principally at Seom, Barghat, and Chhapara. Tasar silk cloth was formerly woven at Seom, but the industry is nearly extinct. Cotton cloth is dyed at Mungwani, Chh para, Kahani, and other villages, al (Indian madder) being still used, though it has to a large extent been supplanted by the imported German dye. At Adegaon the amohwd cloths are dyed green with a mixture of madder and myrabolams. Glass bangles are made from imported glass at Chaonri, Patan, and Chhapara; and lac bangles at Seom, Chhapara, Bakhari, and Lakhnadon. Earthen vessels are made in several villages, those of Kamwara and Pachdhar having a special reputation. These are universally used for water, and also for the storage of such articles as grain and gkl, while Muhammadans and Gonds employ them as cooking vessels. Iron implements are made at Piparwani in the Kurai tract from English scrap iron, and are used throughout the south of the District, the Lakhnadon tahsil obtaining its supplies from Narsinghpur and Jubbulpore. Skins are tanned and leather-work is done at Khawasa.
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